This letter is intended to express concerns about potential regulatory changes and 
highlight the importance of these devices for community safety and communication 
during emergencies. 


Austin Haakenson 

4746 Glenwood Dr 

Bismarck, ND 58504-8066 

fec@auzzie32.com 

September 8th, 2024 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

Subject: Comment on Docket No. 24-240 - Proposed Modifications to the 900MHz ISM 
Band 


Dear Commissioners, 


I am writing to express my concern regarding the proposed modifications to the 
900MHz ISM band, specifically as it pertains to the use of 915MHz LoRa radios. These 
devices have become a critical component of emergency communication networks for 
thousands of U.S. citizens, including myself. | am building a mesh in the Bismarck area 
along with the local amateur radio club to provide these critical communication paths 
during the severe weather common in the area. 


In times of cellular and internet blackouts, LoRa radios serve as a vital communication 
tool for first responders, families, friends, neighborhoods, and entire cities. The ability to 
maintain communication during emergencies is not only a matter of convenience but of 
public safety. The community utilizing these radios is substantial and growing rapidly, 
potentially encompassing tens of thousands of users across the country. 

The proposed changes could significantly impact our ability to provide these essential 
services. It is crucial to consider the widespread and beneficial use of 915MHz LoRa 
radios in emergency scenarios. Any regulatory actions should ensure that these devices 
remain accessible and functional for the communities that rely on them. 

| urge the Commission to carefully evaluate the implications of the proposed 
modifications and to engage with stakeholders in the emergency communication 
community to understand the full scope of these devices’ utility. Maintaining open 
channels for emergency communication is paramount, and | hope the FCC will 
recognize and preserve the critical role that 915MHz LoRa radios play in safeguarding 
our communities. 


Thank you for considering this important issue. | look forward to your response and to a 
resolution that supports the continued use of these essential devices. 


Sincerely, 


Austin Haakenson 


